Calendar of Events
Wed. Oct. 12
Fri. Oct. 14
Wed. Oct. 19
Fri. Oct. 28
Sat. Nov. 5
Sat. Nov. 5
Wed. Nov. 9
Sun. Nov. 13
Sat. Nov. 12
Fri. Nov. 18
Sat. Dec. 3
Sun. Dec 11
Wed. Dec. 14

Konversationsabend: Favorite Quotes, 6:00pm
Friday Film Fest presents Frau Müller muss weg!, 6:00pm
Notgeld Presentation, 2:30pm
Poe Arts Festival, 5:00pm
Women’s Auxiliary Monthly Meeting, 10:00am
252nd Annual Stiftungsfest, 6:00pm
Konversationsabend: Migranten sprechen, 6:00pm
“Wister and More!” presents the 40th Anniversary of the Delius Society, featuring the Choral
Arts Chamber Choir, 3:00pm
St. Martin’s Parade, 5:00pm
Friday Film Fest presents Michael Kohlhaas—Der Rebell, 6:00pm
Women’s Auxiliary Christkindlmarkt, 12:00pm
“Wister and More!” presents the Ephrata Cloister Chorus, 3:00pm
Konversationsabend: Music and Poems, 6:00pm
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Save the Date!

Christkindlmarkt
(Christmas Bazaar)
sponsored by the Women’s Auxiliary
on Saturday, December 3rd from Noon to 5:00pm
Pork & Sauerkraut dinner will be served.
Kaffee & Kuchen available in the Ratskeller.
Holiday shopping at the many booths filled with imported
chocolates, greens, gifts, and much more!
Santa will be there for the children, and there will be crafts.
The afternoon finishes with a carol sing-along.

Fall 2016
President’s Message
In recent months, we have worked diligently on
those projects that needed to be addressed before weather conditions become less predictable or could prevent certain outside work.
Since the heating season is around the corner,
the main focus was on completing Phase 0 of
the HVAC upgrade project. The new boilers and
fan coil units (which replace the old radiators)
have been installed, and we will be ready by
mid-October to make everything warm and
cozy. At least two of the three roof-related projects will be completed by the end of September, and work on the Ratskeller and Townhouse entrances will continue. The limited
funds for these two entrances are nearly exhausted, and we are now primarily dependent
on volunteer efforts to bring them to completion.
The benefits we have derived over the past
three years by waterproofing the building foundation are not always readily apparent. The
foundation is, after all, underground. In the
basement, the Ratskeller climate is much less
stuffy, and the adjacent Schlaraffia Room will
become fully usable in the future. As part of
this project, we replaced the impractical Ratskeller emergency exit to Spring Garden Street
with an inviting direct basement access to the
Leidy Terrace. We are also bringing the Ratskeller parking lot exit up to safe, modern standards. Other improvements which were realized by the waterproofing project include the
Leidy Terrace and the completely refurbished
main entrance staircase. These renovations not
only add security and value to our building, but
also contribute substantially to the quality of
life for our organization.

Many smaller problems in and around the
building have been addressed during the “Big
Dig”, but there are still more related issues on
the inside that need attention. These matters
must be addressed, in part, by professionals,
but also by our volunteer force. The volunteers
currently serving are working hard to continue
the high level of activity established during the
past several years, but we need more help.

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage those able members who are not currently
putting in volunteer time to consider offering
some of their energy and talents in support of
the German Society. Of course, that is easier
said than done - many of our members are still
in the workforce, and their free time is limited.
Our retirees also have many demands on their
time. There are areas like administration,
cleaning, and equipment maintenance that
need regular attention by professionals. But
there are plenty of jobs to be done by volunteers that would enable us to maintain a busy
schedule of activities, enhance our outreach,

Stiftungsfest 2016

and attract more people to our organization.

As many of you know, the German Society of
Pennsylvania was founded in 1764 to assist
German immigrants as they acclimated to an
American way of life. Although the mission of
the German Society has evolved since its
founding, the history and tradition of the organization remain, even 252 years later! On
November 5, 2016, we will celebrate and honor
the founding of the oldest German-American
organization in the United States with our annual Stiftungsfest.

We, the newly reactivated “Volunteer Committee,” would love to hear and discuss your suggestions for volunteer projects, as well as your
own availability to join forces with the existing
volunteers to further the work of our wonderful
organization.
- Tony Michels

Welcome New Members!

“Wister and More!” Series Preview
The 25th season of world-class chamber music
at the Society is about to begin. Nearly all of
this season’s artists have already delighted us
in recent past seasons. On September 18, Pyxis
Piano Quartet will return. The Wister Quartet—
our flagship ensemble—will perform a program of Beethoven, Haydn, and Brahms on October 9. Begun in 1991 at the behest of Dr. F.
William Sunderman, the quartet is still comprised of the same four musicians.

son starred in Mr. Holdeman’s opera, Young
Meister Bach. Mr. Holdeman is an active Society member.) On February 19, Estrella Piano
Duo will return.
The next two concerts
feature Wister Quartet
members with pianist
Marcantonio Barone:
on March 19, The
Casimir Trio (Nancy
Bean, Lloyd Smith and
Mr. Barone) will perform works of Beethoven, Brahms, and
Smetana. On April 23,
the Delius Society (the
full quartet and Mr.
American Virtuosi
Barone) will present
works of Finzi, Delius,
and Bax. The season concludes on May 14, with
American Virtuosi. With this ensemble, we have
had the pleasure of witnessing the three
Borowsky siblings grow from prodigies into
fine professional musicians.

As we celebrate 252 years, members, friends,
partners, and benefactors of the Society will
convene in the Horner Memorial Library for a
champagne reception, followed by dinner and
dancing in the ever-elegant Barthelmes Auditorium.

Members names have been removed
for their privacy.

The Wister Quartet

On this special evening, a silent auction raises
funds to further the mission of the German Society. The silent auction typically features tickets to sporting events, enticing food and wine
baskets, gift certificates, tickets to cultural
events, extended stays at vacation homes in
choice locations, and more. If you believe you
have something to contribute, please consider
making a donation to our Stiftungsfest silent
auction.

On November 13, the Delius Society will return,
with its 40th anniversary concert (and our only
one with artists predominating who have not
been with us before): The Choral Arts Chamber
Choir will perform Delius, Parry, and Elgar.
Choral Arts Philadelphia, under the direction of
Matthew Glandorf, is a rising star in the choral
music firmament. For our Christmas program,
the Ephrata Cloister Chorus will appear once
more, on December 11.

Please make your reservations by October 21.
We hope to see you at this year’s Stiftungsfest!
- Liesl Jandrey
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Claire Huangci

As has become our
tradition, the first concert of 2017 will be pianist Claire Huangci on
January 8. These days,
she has a thriving concert career and is a
celebrity in Germany.
On January 29, soprano Leslie Johnson
will be accompanied
by composers Chuck
Holdeman and Michael
Djupstrom. (Ms. John-

Please consider buying a 6-, 8-, or full 10concert ticket package, as well as becoming a
Patron or Benefactor of the series. Ticket packages afford up to 30% discount from individual
ticket prices. Tickets
can also be purchased
on the web through
ticketleap.com, where
detailed
information
about these concerts
can also be found.
After completing arrangements for the
current
season
Karl Spaeth
“shipshape and Bristol
fashion,” Karl Spaeth has retired as chairman
of the Music Committee. So, I have picked the
portfolio up.
-Ed Cohen
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VP of Development Report

In a long series of Staatsbote articles in the
past few years, we have described various ongoing capital improvements at the Society. Fortunately, many of these enhancements were or
are funded by special grants as well as a family
donation. We thought it important to provide an
overview of these gifts. It should be noted that,
invariably, the Society needed to add substantial monies from our investment accounts to
fully fund these projects. One key objective of
the endowment is to establish a reserve to fund
capital-related expenses for our vulnerable
building, which will continue to require a substantial maintenance and equipment replacement budget – even as ongoing projects are
completed over the next 12 months. In fact, we
have agreed that about 50% of the future payments from the endowment will be used for the
stated purpose. The other half will fund operational expenses and enhanced membership
services, and help us manage the year-to-year
variability in available funds.

with fan-coil heating and cooling units. This will
allow us to air-condition the Auditorium, once
we build and commission a new cooling plant
to supply chilled water to the fan coil units, in
addition to the existing air conditioning units on
the library and collections floors.
How will this major upgrade be funded? Once
again, the William Penn Foundation has come
to the rescue. The Foundation recently stopped
funding capital projects, but instead provides
'core support' for not-for-profit cultural and
historic institutions that meet their stringent
funding requirements. We were successful
with our expedited application and received a
grant for the fiscal years 2017, 2018, and 2019
totaling $281,250. These monies can be used
for capital projects, operational support, or to
meet any other urgent needs. We earmarked
the bulk of these anticipated funds for the new
heating/cooling system.
It is important to note that we need to file
yearly reports with the William Penn Foundation on progress toward specific goals we have
set for ourselves. One of our goals is to maintain a strong financial position, as there is a
special bonus associated with all awards to organizations that show good fiscal discipline. We
have committed to grow our membership, to
develop new cultural programs and activities,
to increase attendance at events, and to enhance outreach and cooperative programs with
other organizations. It would be wonderful if
we were in a position to successfully apply for
a follow-up grant in three years. This will require the commitment and engagement of the
full Board and membership.

For example, the William Penn Foundation,
through a special $250,000 grant, provided the
majority of the funds for the extensive waterproofing activities undertaken in the past few
years. However, the project needed to be
scaled back significantly, and the Society will
have added $110,000 for a garden exit, a new
Ratskeller entrance, and a new sewer connection, once the ‘finishing touches’ are done.
The new HVAC project for the Horner Memorial
Library is another major ongoing effort. We are
fortunate that four organizations have contributed a total of $384,500. We received a
$204,500 grant from the William Penn Foundation, and $60,000 from the Max Kade Foundation, The German Society of New York City, and
the Cannstatter Foundation Inc., respectively.
Will this be enough? We believe not, and we
should be in a better position to have a firmer
cost projection in late September, but we anticipate expenses to be above the designated
amount.
The costs for our new heating system for the
Auditorium and other areas of the building will
likely be in the $250,000 to $300,000 range.
We elected to replace the old steam radiators
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And let us not forget the generous financial
contribution for the construction of the new
Leidy Terrace by Morgan and Sonia Churchman. Dr. Joseph Leidy was a distinguished
medical doctor and professor at Swarthmore
College and the University of Pennsylvania, as
well as a scientist, respected both here and
abroad, in the late 1800s. He was a very prominent German-American, a member of the German Society, and a great-great-uncle of Mr.
Churchman. This Terrace has become a wonderful space for public and private events.

Again, the Society’s contributions exceeded
$100,000, which includes the installation of a
cistern to capture the rainwater from our roof
to water trees and plantings.

Maria Sturm, Vice President of Culture and
Heritage, provided the following summary:
“The Horner Memorial Library is the 6th oldest
library in Philadelphia - only the collections of
the Library Company, the American Philosophical Society, the University of Pennsylvania, the
College of Physicians, and the Athenaeum are
older. This is a point of pride, but it also poses
special challenges - many of the library's holdings date back to the 18th and early 19th centuries and are in need of preservation, which
today means proper storage conditions and a
reliable HVAC system. The other libraries are
part of larger institutions or have already established endowments to support their operations, and they have one other advantage the
German Society's library does not have: they
can appeal to a much wider base of potential
supporters because their holdings are mostly
in English, whereas the opposite is true of our
library. It is unique; no other German Society in
the United States has built up a collection like
ours - but it can be used to its full potential only
by those who are fluent in German. We have
been successful in raising funds from foundations for cataloging and capital projects important to maintaining the collection, but the daily
costs of operating the library are borne by the
Society, and this is where our future endowment becomes important!”

As you already know, each year we ask our
members to consider a donation to our Annual
Fund Drive. In recent years, we have not met
our targeted goals, but hopefully this year it
will be different when the President will again
mail out requests for donations toward the end
of November. We use these funds to balance
our annual budget, and currently we do not
have a means to easily make up significant unexpected shortfalls.
To round out our discussion of grants, we
should report that the Philadelphia Cultural
Fund is a source of City-provided funding for
not-for-profit Philadelphia cultural and historic
organizations. This September, we will again
enter the annual competitive applications process and apply for a three year grant. We gratefully acknowledge prior grants that ranged
from $8,000 to $11,000, which can be applied
to cover operating costs and represent a significant element of our annual operating
budget.
As we already reported in the 2016 Spring issue of our Staatsbote, we intend to launch the
Horner Memorial Library Endowment Fund,
dedicated to help us maintain and operate this
most cherished treasure. We are very excited
about this new fundraising activity, and details
will follow in the coming months.

- Ernie Weiler
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Rental Income
“History is for human self knowledge….the only clue to what man can do is what man has done.”

- R. G. Collingwood

Rental Income 1977 - 2015

We also learned the importance of advanced
planning to ensure that the dates for our own
activities and programs were on the calendar
and not rented out to others. Some weddings
are booked a year in advance.

Several years ago, the German Society realized
the need for an updated web presence to present our mission and programs in a modern
way. To attract a wide array of new members
and best serve existing members, our website
needed an overhaul.

Caterers and equipment rental companies used
at weddings needed to be carefully monitored
and controlled to ensure prompt deliveries and
pick-ups of only their property and not the Society’s.

$90,000

$80,000

Rental Income

New Website Launch

$70,000

Several groups have had positive experiences
with us and continue to be customers.

$60,000

Looking ahead, we would like to augment our
rental program, as it has become a good
source of income for us. The completion of the
Leidy Terrace gives us another venue for possible rentals. The replacement of our HVAC system should produce a habitable environment in
our Auditorium and Ratskeller, enabling opportunities for rentals in the summer months.

$50,000

$40,000

$30,000

In 2013, the Board created a website committee, including Bill Hardam, Jim Beinlich, Andrew Payne, Allen Krumm, Jeannette Brugger,
Tony Michels, and society staff. The team listed
out the ideal functions of a new website, including a clean and modern appearance, ability to
purchase tickets for events, the ability to accept donations, information on rental
spaces, and information about several associated committees and organizations. The Board
authorized a modest budget for design services, and the committee worked with PepperLillie, a local firm, for the next 1.5 years to develop the design scheme and content.

- Lew Volgenau
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In this column, we look at Rental Income.
Until the 1990’s, there was no rental income. From 1993 to 2004, there were occasional rentals by
various individuals or groups who needed our Auditorium or Ratskeller for meetings, as a performance
space, or for a personal party. In 2000, we had our first wedding rental. We began to more actively promote our facilities in 2005, and, as can be seen, rental income has now become a significant component of our total income.

The new website launched in early September
20 1 6. Pl e a s e c h ec k o ut t h e ne w
www.germansociety.org website and let us
know what you think!

We learned many lessons along the way. With no air conditioning in the Auditorium, rentals even in the
month of May were sometimes problematic in the warm, muggy weather. We currently do not allow
any rentals during the summer months from June to August.
High school and fraternity party goers were not respectful of our facilities, despite having chaperones
present, a $500 security/cleaning deposit, and required insurance coverage. We no longer allow these
groups to rent.
For many years, we used volunteers as chaperones. While satisfactory in most instances, a better approach was to have paid staff members who were knowledgeable of the facilities, cleaning equipment,
lighting, and security systems do the chaperoning.
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- Jeannette Brugger and
the Website Committee

Contact us at:
Phone: 215-627-2332
Fax: 215-627-5297
info@germansociety.org
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Brown Bag Seminar with the GHI-GSP Fellows 2016
In a lively brown bag luncheon seminar in the
Ratskeller on July 14, more than twenty GSP
members engaged with our summer fellows who
presented the findings of their research at the
Horner Library. Now in its tenth anniversary year,
the program, generously sponsored by the German Historical Institute in Washington, brought
three fellows to the German Society who pursued
research between June 1 and July 15. They were
again most ably served by Bettina Hess, our research collection librarian who knows the collection better than anyone, having been the principal
cataloger of the Library Cataloging Project in the
1990s.

Uncovering Philadelphia’s German History
My dissertation, Germans in the Quaker City: Eth-

nicity, Religion, and Material Life in Early Philadelphia, seeks to resurrect the forgotten story of
Philadelphia’s early German-speaking community. Recent demographic research indicates that
a significant number of German immigrants not
only disembarked in Philadelphia but also settled
there—comprising some 45 percent of the city’s
total residents in 1760 and about 33 percent in
1800. Through a detailed investigation of their
religious, economic, material, social, and political
life, I aim to demonstrate the importance of German-speaking people in the formation of Philadelphia’s—and ultimately America’s—complex,
multiethnic, polyglot identity.

As in previous years, the fellows have written
short versions of their reports for the Staatsbote
so that all members can follow the variety of issues in German-American history that are being
tackled by the young scholars. This year, we had
an additional fellow, Timothy Wright, from the
University of California, Berkeley, sponsored directly by the GHI in his project, “Ephrata Cloister
and the Sources of Protestant Monasticism.” Tim
gave new details about Conrad Beissel’s religious
community Ephrata, with which many GSP members are familiar.

Thanks to the research fellowship from the German Historical Institute, I was able to explore the
collections of the Horner Library and discover a
wealth of documentary and material sources for
this project. Some of these are well-known to
scholars, such as the family book kept by GSP
founder Heinrich Keppele, but have been primarily studied as historical documents rather than
artifacts in their own right. When I first laid eyes
on this book, I was immediately impressed by the
quality of its materials—from the calfskin binding
to the applied nameplate of red morocco leather
with gilded and embossed lettering spelling out
Keppele’s name. On opening the book, I was
struck by its beautiful endpapers. A type of socalled “brocade” paper, they were printed with a
floral design in a metallic green color and bear
the imprint of Simon Haichele of Augsburg, Germany. Heretofore I had only encountered brocade
paper on a number of Taufscheine made in the
1790s by the artist Friedrich Krebs, primarily for
families living in or near Berks County, Pennsylvania. Krebs cut out flowers, birds, and other
shapes from the brocade paper and pasted them
onto the surface of the Taufscheine as decoration. Thanks to the Keppele book, I can now document the use of this paper by Germans living in
Philadelphia and establish an important link between urban and rural Pennsylvania Germans.

The seminar was opened by Lisa Minardi, well
known from her contributions to last year’s engaging exhibition(s) of German-American material culture under the title, “Fraktur.” Lisa supplemented her report on “German Philadelphia” with
illustrations of the style and furniture of the first
hall that the German Society built in 1806/7, of
which only a few documents exist. Joshua Brown
of the University of Wisconsin gave us first insights into the development of (written) Pennsylvania High German in the mid-19th century,
something that Mark Louden only touched upon
in his successful lecture on Pennsylvania German
in April. Hans Leaman of Yale University provided
a written report on George Whitefield and the
Germans before he had to leave for a teaching
engagement.
- Frank Trommler
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I also read through the minutes of the German
Society from its founding through the early

1800s, giving me a good sense of their efforts to
help newly-arrived German immigrants. I was
greatly impressed to learn that society leaders
such as Christopher Ludwig and Heinrich Keppele routinely called on some of the wealthiest
and most powerful English-speaking merchants,
including Thomas Willing and Robert Morris, to
demand fair treatment of immigrants lately arrived on their ships. I also learned that although
many of the society’s meetings were held at the
Lutheran schoolhouse, a number were held at
the private homes of various members such as
Heinrich Keppele, Michael Schubart, Ludwick
Weiss, and Jacob Graff. This will enable me to
explore the role of women in the society, as I suspect the women of these households would have
been involved in preparing their homes to host
such meetings. Buried within the meeting minutes, I was also thrilled to discover an account of
the construction of the society’s first purposebuilt headquarters, erected in 1806-7, including a
list of all the craftsmen involved, the work they
performed, and what they were paid. There was
also a detailed list of the building’s furnishings—
everything from a mahogany chair and desk for
the president to 18 “spitting boxes” for chewing
tobacco to a front door mat and step ladder. I
look forward to sharing all of this research as
part of my dissertation and a future publication.

amine newspapers, almanacs, dictionaries, and
other publications from the nineteenth century at
the Horner Library and at the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania High German in Nineteenth-Century
America

I found that Pennsylvania High German appeared
in a variety of newspapers, regardless of how
prescriptive the publisher. Two newspapers from
Berks County, Alt Berks and Der Liberale Beobachter, provide advertisements exhibiting the
multilingual of the rural Pennsylvania Dutch. In
1840, John Braun highlights his frischen Vorrath
Spezereien (Groceries) and Anton F. Miller the
Rechts Anwald [sic] (Lawyer) gave the address of
his new practice. English was important in the
language contact history of Pennsylvania High
German. An advertisement in Alt Berks in 1852
noted a hefty supply of Auction Fahnen ‘auction
flags’ directly opposite the announcement for an
öffentliche Vendue ‘public auction’ – vendue was
an archaic term in English for auction which
peaked usage in the nineteenth century. The
most standard German form is also found on the
same page listing a Waisenhausversteigerung
und Verkauf ‘auction at the orphanage’. They
even were creative with new words like Vendue
Schreyer ‘auctioneer’ (literally ‘auction cryer’, a
German English hybrid that does not exist in either Pennsylvania Dutch, English, or European
German). My favorites are perhaps the overjoyous
announcement
“ Hollo!
Hollo! Ihr
Schrotschützen. Eine Schutingmätsch” in Molltown on March 4, 1844 and the heavily bolded
announcement of “Neue Güter, neuer Stohr und
große Bärgens” at the corner of 4th and Penn
Streets in Reading.

Among the most educated of Pennsylvania Dutch
speakers in the nineteenth century, European
German held strong literary appeal – it was the
language of their books, their newspapers, and
their schools. Yet the distance from the European
homeland created a hegemonic shift in the linguistic lives of these early German Americans. In
time, a variety of German called Pennsylvania
High German emerged in the publications and
schools of Pennsylvania. Importantly, because
the emphasis was on comprehension of the language, Pennsylvania High German was not held
up to prescriptive control of a “standard” variety.
During my stay in Philadelphia, I was able to ex-

As another, and arguably equally as important
contact language, Pennsylvania Dutch loans also
appear in Pennsylvania High German. On April
14, 1840, Heinrich Hahs advertised his großen
Vorrath Sättel, Zäume, und Gaulsgeschirr ‘a big
supply of saddles, bridles, and harnesses (Gaul
being the Pennsylvania Dutch and dialectal German word for horse). And on September 5, 1843,
thirteen angry farmers wrote in to the Alt Berks
newspaper to publicly shame those who were
stealing their Welschkorn, Grundberen und Äpfel
‘corn, potatoes, and apples’ – Welschkorn and
Grundberen (Grumbeere) being Pennsylvania
Dutch terms.

- Lisa Minardi, Winterthur Museum & University
of Delaware
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Pennsylvania High German was an important tool
for formation of Pennsylvania Dutch identities in
their new American homeland. It allowed them to
maintain their rural schools, non-urban American
identities, and still nod toward their European
roots. In all, the period of Pennsylvania High German use – representing both a tenacious yet precarious hold on their European roots and a bridge
to their new socio-cultural and linguistic identities – warrants more systematic examination.

seminated, his accounts of the Pennsylvania Germans embedded them firmly into popular understandings of “Providence’s” work in the English
colonies.
2. Just three months before Whitefield arrived in
Germantown for the first time, Johann Christoph
Sauer began publishing the first long-running
German-American newspaper. Sauer initially
published positive reports of Whitefield’s revivals, and he followed up on Whitefield’s first tour
through Pennsylvania by printing the first German translations of Whitefield’s sermons. As a
radical Pietist, Sauer considered Whitefield’s itinerant, outdoor preaching to be a continuation of
the Reformation by moving the locus of religious
life away from “high church” ritual and the professional clergy. But for this same reason, Sauer
stood ready to criticize Whitefield later in the
1740s when he perceived Whitefield to be engaged in too much self-promotion and Philadelphians had erected a large assembly hall to host
his sermons.

-Joshua Brown, University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire

George Whitefield among the Pennsylvania Germans
Thanks to the GHI Fellowship at the Horner Memorial Library, I have been researching crosscultural connections that German settlers in colonial Pennsylvania forged with the English evangelist George Whitefield. Histories of Whitefield
often place him entirely within the context of an
English-speaking Calvinist “Awakening” in the
mid-eighteenth century. But Whitefield actually
interacted extensively with German Pietists during his stays in the Philadelphia area, and both
Whitefield and the Pietists understood his mass
meetings to be an expression of a trans-Atlantic
revival of “experiential” Christianity with strong
roots in Germany and Salzburg. His evangelical
and philanthropic activities provided a convergence point where colonial German settlers could
feel they were an integral part of a larger movement taking place across the Anglo-American
world.
1. When Whitefield preached to large crowds
near Germantown in 1739 and 1740, a Moravian
deacon served as his oral translator, and an early
Schwenkfelder leader and a German Reformed
lay minister hosted the mass meetings on their
farms. In his bestselling journals, Whitefield recounted “sweet Converse” and edifying visits with
the “German Brethren.” “I want to go up in the
Woods to see more of them, but Time will not
permit,” he wrote. “Oh when shall the Children of
God sit down together in the Kingdom of their Father! There we shall all speak one Language, and
join in singing the Song of the Lamb for ever!”
Because Whitefield’s Journals were widely dis-

3. After Henry Melchior Mühlenberg arrived in
Pennsylvania in 1742, Whitefield also forged a
strong relationship with him. Whitefield regarded
Mühlenberg as a link to the Francke family’s Pietist mission network and orphanage in Halle,
which he greatly admired as a model for his own
school for orphans in Georgia. Mühlenberg reported back to Halle on meetings that he enjoyed
with Whitefield throughout the 1750s and 1760s,
always including words of appreciation for Whitefield’s contributions to the German settlers’ spirituality.
In the past generation, historians have doubted
whether the “Great Awakening” had as profound
an impact on American society as traditionally
thought – especially outside New England. But
when we appreciate these trans-lingual and
cross-cultural collaborations, the “Awakening”
should probably still be regarded as “Great” after
all.
-Hans Leaman, Yale University
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The Langenheim Brothers
Ernst Wilhelm Langenheim (born in Braunschweig in 1807) immigrated to the United
States in 1834. He signed up for Sam Houston’s
army and his reckless bravery led to his capture by Mexican troops. A year in a Mexican jail
delayed him, but when released, he completed
his service in Florida. After his discharge, he
came to Philadelphia, where he found his
younger brother, Friedrich (born in Braunschweig in 1809), working as a journalist for
Die Alte und Neue Welt and joined him.

what we know today as standard photographic
development. But at the time, it was an arduous, difficult and delicate art. With Frederick’s
assiduous work, the Langenheims earned a
first premium for a set of talbotype views of
Philadelphia and Fairmount at the 20th Exhibition of the Franklin institute in 1850.
By 1851, the Langenheims had begun to hold
public showings of their Magic Lantern Slides,
which were entertaining but not enriching.
They sent slides to the Crystal Palace Exhibition in London, but did not win a prize. With
heavy payments due to Talbot for the license
and little income, the Langenheim brothers had
few prospects of success in Philadelphia. Frederick took off with camera and slides to Brazil,
and William went to Paris, but they continued to
keep a small photographic shop open in Philadelphia.

Their sister’s husband sent them a Voigtländer
metal camera with a Petzval lens and warned
them that photography would take tremendous
skill and patience. Frederick had both. William
rushed to establish a photography business on
the third floor of Philadelphia’s Merchant Exchange. They hung out their shingle in 1842
and soon thereafter became American agents
for the Voigtländer camera.

By 1854, William sold the Talbot patent back,
and the brothers started another venture: the
stereograph. Stereographs were dual prints
which, when viewed with a stereoscope, produced three-dimensional images. Stereographs were quite popular after the Crystal
Palace Exhibition, and the Langenheims were
among the first to produce them commercially
in the United States. In 1858, William established the American Stereoscopic Company,
their only successful business venture.

Their daguerreotypes gained honors at the
Fourteenth Exhibition at the Franklin Institute
in 1844. (You may have seen some of those daguerreotypes at the Philadelphia History Museum.) In 1845, Frederick’s work received a
“First Premium”. By 1846, so many ‘fine’ daguerreotypes were submitted that the judges
were ‘unwilling to express a preference’.
Discouraged, William dropped the photography
business to go claim land offered to him by the
Texas government for his valor in the army, but
a menacing yellow fever outbreak drove him
back to Philadelphia. On his return, he married
a Philadelphia girl and played entrepreneur for
Frederick’s work on projected glass slides of
daguerreotypes. Frederick successfully modified the Niépce photographic process to print
positive images on glass in 1848. These slides,
which they dubbed Magic Lantern, earned a silver medal, as they were a ‘new feature’ at the
Franklin Institute exhibition of 1849.
On William’s initiative, they bought the American license for Henry Fox Talbot’s method of
printing positive images on paper, the talbotype. The talbotype process was the closest to

They both joined the German Society of Philadelphia in 1863. William became one of the GSP
Direktoren, a stalwart citizen in his older years.
He died in 1874 and Frederick in 1879. William,
always impetuous in his youth, had run with the
new ideas. Frederick, patient and determined,
was the craftsman. Together, they exerted a
major influence on American photography.
- Margaret Darby
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