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Die getriebenen Flichtlinge

DEUTSCHLAND

In 2015 the conflict in Syria es-
calated dramatically, causing osterneicn L UNGARN
hundreds of thousands of Syri-
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miles and can take weeks. Many

of the refugees took trains or

busses to transition to the Bal- e

kan countries more quickly. Their destination was Hungary, which is
part of the European Union {(EU). But first they had to pass through
Serbia, which is not a part of the EU.

The EU, following the Schengen agreement of 198%, had abolished
all border controls among its 26 member states, Thus once in Hun-
gary, the migrants could easily travel to other countries in the EU.
The Schengen agreement was followed by the Dublin agreement of
1990 which was supposed to regulate the entry and distribution of
refugees to the EU. It stated that the country of first entry was sup-
posed to register the refugees and conduct the asylum seeking
process.

The first country on this route from the Middle East was Greece. But
the high number of refugees simply overwhelmed the capabilities of
the Greek government. Only a portion of travelers were registered,
while the vast majority were just waived through, with the assump-
tion that their destination was Central Europe, especially Germany.
It's fair to say that the Dublin rules, thus, proved to be undurchfiihr-
bar and set Germany and Hungary on a dramatic collision course,
bhecause in June 2015, Hungary, under its populist leader Viktor Or-
han, started making preparations to close its 175km border with
Serhia and not let any more refugees enter its country.

In the meantime, the humanitarian situation of the refugees wors-
ened every day. Insufficient food and primitive shelter, lack of water
for hygiene, cold weather, the stress of long foot marches, and daily
mistreatment by border police of Hungary, Croatia and Bulgaria: all
these factors coalesced to create intolerable conditions. Driven out
of Syria by the unrelenting civil war and waived through by Greece
hecause of overwhelming numbers, the refugees kept moving in
search of a safe haven and a better life.

On August 19, 2015, Minister of the Interior, Thomas de Maiziére,
had to raise the number of expected refugees and asylum seekers
to Germany to 800,000, double of previous forecasts. BAMF
(Bundesamt flir Migration und Fliichtlinge) decided to forego the
Dublin regulations for Syrian refugees, which had demanded the
registration of refugees in the country of first entry. The pressure on
the political leaders in Germany to act increased exponentially. "Die
getriebenen Fliichtfinge " started to drive the politicians into a frenzy
of action.



Die getriebenen Politiker

On July 12, 2015, Angela Merkel was busy negotiating the debt cri-
sis with Greece. Just months later, on November 20, 2015, she an-
nounced her famous "Wir schaffen das” policy and accepted all
refugees that were stranded in the Budapest train station or stuck at
the Hungarian border, This ended the Nervenspie! with Viktor Orban
who had steadfastly refused to accept any of the migrants, prefer-
ring to poke the German-European hegemon in the eye. A total of 1
million refugees, most of them from Svyria, ended up in Germany by
the end of 2015, But Viktor Orban was not the only one trying to put
pressure on Angela Merkel and influence her decisions.

Sigmar Gabriel, the SPD challenger, waits for a misstep by Merkel
that will propel him into the office of chancellor. The Bavarian gov-
ernor Horst Seehofer wants to close the horder and objects to
Merkel's course while fighting off the young, aspiring and power-
hungry Markus Soder. The heads of BAMF, the federal police, and
the secret service conspire to stop Merkel's ill-advised openness
and empathy for the plight of the refugees, even if it means to use
teargas, hilly clubs, and water cannons at the border. Even Merkel's
own hushand criticizes her for not doing enough to stop the cause of
the refugee crisis, the Syrian civil war itself.

Despite this intensely polarized political climate, Angela Merkel
keeps a cool head. She comports herself with a combination of deep
empathy, composure and professionalism. She is, in a word, gelas-
sen. So when her motto "Wir schaffen das”finds an equivalent in the
Willkommenskultur of the people itself, like the warm welcome of
the first refugees arriving at the train station in Munich and a mas-
sive popular effort to help integrate all the migrants, Merkel seems
vindicated. Her Staatsfraulichkeit has engendered a positive image
of the other, better Germany, at least for the moment. The frequent
attacks against migrant homes, the Fremdenfeindlichkeit of the
Pegida movement and the rise of the AfD had not begun yet.

Seamless

The narrative has a rapid pace, with the major actors in near con-
stant motion: on their phones, in their cars, in planes, walking
briskly in the corridors of the "Kanzieramt”, imbibing the daily
agenda, moving from meeting to meeting. This approach vyields a

realistic impression of the high pressure dynamics of a crisis of
such magnitude. Fittingly, most actors bear a striking resemblance
to the politicians whom they portray. Angela Merkel is played by the
fabulous Imogen Kogge, who makes you forget that she is not An-
gela Merkel.

In fact, the editing in one of the scenes is done so perfectly that you
cannot distinguish between real footage and the reenactment. When
Merkel, answering questions on the TV show “Gut leben in Deutsch-
{and” talks to a Palestinian girl who had been in Germany for four
years already, Merkel states that Germany cannot accept all the
other Palestinians living in refugee camps. At this point, the girl
starts to cry and Merkel decides to go over to her and comfort her
("lch mochte sie trotzdem einmal streichein.”} In the movie, Kogge
is seamlessly replaced by the real Angela Merkel as she touches
her.

Every aspect of this movie, from the editing and casting and writing
all the way down to the makeup, synergizes to create a gripping, ut-
terly realistic portraval of the refugee crisis. And the acting is sim-
ply superb. From Seehdfer to Soder, from de Maiziere to Altmaier,
from Gabriel to Steinmeier, Schauble and Orban, from the major
players to the minor heads of the security organizations, all the ac-
tors achieve what all actors dream of achieving: they make vou for-
get that you are watching a movie.

Thus we are given a docudrama that is at once unterhaltsam und
informativ zugleich. It provides a unigue insight into the “"enorme
Belastung der Verantwortlichen” in such pressurized situations.
Merkel's “Gelassenheit, Nervenstarke und Mitgefliih{" somehow re-
duce the stature of all the other politicians, foreshadowing how she
would act in even bigger crisis. All international observers of the
current pandemic agree that Merkel's handling of the crisis is the
main reason that Germany has far fewer victims that most other
countries, especially the US, and that her leadership style made the
difference again.



Sigmar Gabriel {SPD) - SPD Timo Dierkes
Yorsitzender, Wirtschaftsminister +
Vizekanzler, voraussichtlicher
Kanzlerkandidat der SPD gegen Merkel
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Horst Seehofer {CSU} - Ministerprasi- Josef Bierbichler
dent von Bayern + Vorsitzender der CSU

Frank-Walter Steinmeier {SPD} - Walter Sittler
Aufienminister

Thomas de Maiziére {CDU) -
Bundesinnenminister

Wolfgang Schauble {CDU} - Rudiger Vogler
Finanzminister
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Peter Altmaier - Tristan Seith
Chef des Bundeskanzleramts

Viktor Orban - Ministerprasident von Radu Banzaru
Ungarn



